IELTS Orientation 4 Sub Tests Inforrmation

THE LISTENING SUB-TEST

* The Listening Sub-test takes 30 minutes. approximately 20 minutes to
listento thetape and answer the questions, and 10 minutesto transfer your
answers to an Answer Sheet provided with the test booklet.

» Thetest consss of 4 sections, and you will hear thetape only once. There are 40 questionsintotal.
» The listening passages become more difficult as you progress through the test.

» Section 1 isbased on socid or life situations: for example, travel arrangements, visiting anew
city, or making arrangementsto go out. Thisisusualy aconversation between at least two speakers.

» Section 2isalso based on socid or life situations: for example, anews broadcast, or adescription
of college facilities. Thisis usually a passage with only one person speaking.

» Section 3 isusualy based on education and training situations. for example, agroup of students
planning aproject, or atutor and astudent discussing career options. Thisis often aconversation
with up to four speakers.

e Section 4 is aso based on education and training: for example, a lecture or atalk of genera
academic interest.

» Spdling is not important in the Listening Sub-test, except that you must spell words correctly
when they are spelt out for you on the tape.

* Youranswersneedto belegible, that is, they must be ableto beread. Thisappliesto al thetypes
of answers you give: letters, numbers and phrases.

* You write your answers on the question paper as you do the Listening Sub-test, and when it is
completed, you have 10 minutes to transfer them carefully onto the Answer Sheet. Make sure
that each answer is transferred accurately and is legible.

THE READING SUB-TEST

» TheReading Sub-test takes 60 minutesandisin 3 sections. There are 3 passages with acombined
length of 1500-2500 words and atotal of 40 questions.

» The reading passages become more difficult as you progress through the test.

» The passages are taken fromjournals, magazines, books and newspapers. All the topics are of
general interest and are not specialised texts.

» The reading passages may contain diagrams, charts or graphs, and at least one passage will
include an argument. If areading passage contains technical or specialised words, aglossary is
usualy provided.

* The questions may come before or after the reading passages in the examination booklet, and
instructions and examples are given at the beginning of anew group of questions.

* You must write your answers during the Reading Sub-test on the Answer Sheet provided.
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IELTS Orientation 4 Sub Tests Inforrmation

THE WRITING SUB-TEST

The Writing Sub-test takes 60 minutes.
There are two writing tasks.

The firg task will take approximately 20 minutes, and you are required
towriteaminimumof 150words. The secondtask will takeapproximately
40 minutes with a minimum of 250 words.

For Task 1 you describe information that is presented to you in agraph, table, chart, diagram,
or short piece of text. The description is usudly given in the form of areport. Y ou might have
to compare sets of data, or use aset of datato support agiven statement. Alternatively, you might
be required to describe the stages of a process, describe an object, or explain how something
works, or how it is used.

For Task 2 you are asked to write aformal essay or areport in which you might have to offer a
solution to a particular problem, present and justify an opinion, compare information given in
the question task, or evaluate and challenge a given argument.

In both tasks you must write in the forma academic style appropriate to the question task. You
will also be marked on your ability to organise your writing, and on your choice of content within
your answers.

The question tasks do not require you to have any speciaised knowledge of aparticular subject.

THE SPEAKING SUB-TEST

The Speaking Sub-test takes between 11 and 14 minutes.

The Sub-test consists of an interview with atrained examiner, and isrecorded on ataperecorder.
However, this recording is made to assess the examiner and not the candidate.

There are 3 parts to the Speaking Sub-test.

Pat 1. you answer questions about your home life or family life, work or study, your interests
and other familar topics of ageneral nature to reveal your background. (4-5 minutes)

Pat 2. youaregivenexactly 1 minuteto prepare yoursdlf to talk about aparticular topic. The
instructions to guide your talk are written on acard given to you by the examiner. Y our
talk shouldlast for 1-2 minutes. The examiner will ask one or two questions at the end.
(3-4 minutes - including preparation time of 1 minute)

Part 3:  you have adiscussion with the examiner based on themes connected to the topic given
inPart 2. Thispart of the test requires discussion of more abstract ideas. (4-5 minutes)

The interview is then closed and the Speaking Sub-test is completed.

Most of the questions asked in the Sub-test are scripted; they come from abank of questions
prepared by the test authorities. These questions are being continually added to and updated.

The Speaking Sub-test Band Score is caculated from a comprehensive checklist of speaking
skillsin 4 distinct areas of ability:

Fluency and Coherence Lexica Resource

Grammatica Range and Accuracy  Pronunciation
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