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Killarney School of English Placement Test 2011

(Time: 1 hour)

Name: _____________________________________________________

Dates of study in Killarney: ______________________________________________________

Results:

	Speaking                                /20


	

	Writing                                  /10


	

	Vocabulary                           /15


	

	Grammar Part 1                    /15


	

	Grammar Part 2                    /10


	

	Grammar Part 3                    /30


	

	Total                                    /100


	


PART 1 (15 MINS)

WRITING

Write a letter to an English – speaking friend (pen pal) describing your family in your country and your hobbies.

Dear _____________









TOTAL =            / 10

VOCABULARY (10  mins)

Choose one of the words or phrases ( A, B, C, D) to complete the sentences. Circle the one that you think is correct.

Here is an example:

I prefer ______________ swimming with my friends.
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B go 

C that I go 

D to be going

1. March is my favourite ____________

A year     B  autumn       C month        D season

2. I’m going to the ____________to buy some meat

A baker’s          B butcher’s         C grocers     D library

3. Sorry, it’s very _________ in here. Could you say that again?

A noisy        B   quiet      C exciting      D   clean

4. Those are very nice ____________. Where did you get them?

A  dress             B shirt         C trousers          D handbag.

5. Excuse me, waiter. Can you bring us the _________please?

A  note         B  money       C   bill                  D tip

6. I’m too __________at the moment. I’ll phone you back later.

A  crowded      B  interested       C  polite         D  busy

7. I don’t understand what you _________ can you explain it again please.

A  tell              B  know                C mean               D   talk

8. _____________ she likes coffee, she prefers tea

A However             B Although         C But                      D When

9. Take your raincoat. It’s raining __________

A heavily                B  strong              C hardly                   D much

10. Can I ____your pen, please. Yes, of course, but I’d like it back please.

A  lend           B borrow             C give            D keep.

11. I’m really _____________ to the dinner. All my old school mates will be there.

A  appreciating            B  thinking about            C looking forward         D enjoying

12. I wish they wouldn’t ______so much time with boring meetings

A   waste                     B lose                     C take                     D put away

13. You can’t _________ on him at all. He never does what he promises

A    tolerate             B rely                C   stand                         D trust

14. She threw him out of the house because she couldn’t  ____________ his laziness any longer.

A    come up with       B stand up           C Put up with         D Put down

15. It’s much too expensive. They can’t possibly ___________ it.

A  pay                        B cost              C afford                       D spend

TOTAL =            /15









GRAMMAR:  PART 1 (10 mins)

 Choose one of the words or phrases ( A, B, C, D) to complete the sentences. Circle the one that you think is correct.

Here is an example:

I prefer ______________ swimming with my friends.


B go 

C that I go 

D to be going

1. ‘What colour ______________’. ‘Its red’

A your car is?

B is your car?

C are your car?

2. I_______________ to work by car, but sometimes I walk.

A go usually  

B ’m usually going 
C usually go

3. Why are you under the table? What_______________?

A do you do.

B do you.
C are you doing.
D you do.


4. What kind of car____________?

A has she get.

B does she has.
C she has.
D does she have.

5. I usually get up early but this morning I __________ at 9:30.

A getted up

B get up 
C got up

6. We went to the cinema but we ____________ the film.

A didn’t enjoy

B didn’t enjoyed

C don’t enjoy


D haven’t enjoyed

7. __________________ television when I phoned you?

A did you watch
              B were you watch

C were you watching

8. My mother ____________ by air.

A never has travelled

B has never travelled

C has never travel.


D is never travelled

9. ‘Do you know Sarah?’   ‘Yes_______________ a long time.

A I’m knowing her for
B I know her since

C I’ve known her since

D I’ve known her for

10. These houses ___________ 100 years ago.

A were building

B are built

C were built



D are being built

11. You _________come with me if you don’t want to.

A Must            B haven’t to        C aren’t supposed to       D don’t have to

12. Where have you been? I
for you for the last half an hour.

A 'm looking  B 've been looking  C 've looked

13. It's ages

to the cinema.

A that we don't go  B that we haven't gone  C that we didn't go D since we went

14. If you ____________so much, you wouldn’t be feeling sick now.

A Hadn’t eaten         B wouldn’t have eaten         C   haven’t eaten       D  didn’t eat

15. She regretted ___________him the money because she knew he wouldn’t give it back.

A   To have given       B    to give        C giving         D that she gave








TOTAL =          /15

Grammar: Part 2 (10 mins)

For questions 1 – 10 complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence. Use the word given and other words to complete the sentence. Do not change the  words given. Here is an example:

E.g. 
 My mother lives a long way from a supermarket


There isn’t a supermarket near my mother’s house.

1. 
My dog’s name is Rusty

Rusty ________________________________________________

2. 
London is the capital city of England

The capital ____________________________________________

3.
My parents prefer jazz to classical music

My parents think jazz __________________________________

4. 
Alice started playing tennis six months ago

Alice has _____________________________________________

5. 
In the middle of my meal, the phone rang.

While I _______________________________________________

6. 
The police questioned George

George _______________________________________________

7.
It’s not necessary for us to go to school tomorrow

We __________________________________________________

8.
Charlotte didn’t leave early, and so she missed the bus

If Charlotte ____________________________, she ___________

______________________________________________________

9.
‘You’ve broken my radio, John!’ said Mary

Mary accused _________________________________________

10.
Susan regrets not buying the house

Susan wishes __________________________________________









TOTAL=            /10

Grammar: Part 3 ( 15 mins)

For each of the following paragraphs complete the blanks using ONE word for each space.

Exercise 1

Dear Joe,

I arrived here three weeks ago. I’m studying at a language school _____Cork. The students come ________many different countries and I _________made a lot of new friends. There _________ classes for five hours each day. I like __________teacher very much.  ___________ name is Tom and he helps me ______________I make a mistake. I want _________ visit Dublin next weekend because I _________ going back to my country on Monday. Can I see you there? Please write to _____ soon.

Exercise 2

Becoming a costume designer

It is difficult to find a job in costume design _________ it is very popular. But _____ you work hard and you are good ______ it, you will do well. Costume designers research, design and prepare costumes _____ theatres, film and TV productions. To be a costume designer you have to be ___________ in theatre, film and drama and ________a knowledge of fashion and art. You will _________ meetings with directors and managers to talk _______the costumes and to decide how much will be __________ on them. You _________to be able to draw and work  hard because costumes are often produced in a very short time.

Exercise 3




The Shark Expert

For anyone who wants to film _______ study  great white sharks, Australian expert, Rod Fox, is the first contact. Fox knows exactly ________the sharks will be at different times of the year; and can even predict ________they will behave around blood, divers and other sharks. He understands them as well as __________else alive; a ‘great white’ once _________to bite him in half.

Three decades _______this near-fatal attack, Fox still carries the physical scars, but feels _________hate for his attacker. Instead, he organises three or four trips _______ year to bring scientists and photographers to the kingdom of the great white shark. _____ main aim of these trips is to improve people’s understanding of an animal _______evil reputation has become an excuse for killing it. 

TOTAL =           / 30
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